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Afraid of Her Gifted Son
Blind Toms Mother Is Said to Have Feared the

Mtistcal

rjttliB In conversation other Any
I with a prominent southerner now

residing In Washington allusion
made says the Washington Post

to the announcement of the death
of Charity Wiggins the mother ot
Blind Tom the well known musical
pfodisy attention being called to tile
statement that the old negres had died
at the advanced age of VXi years

Yes replied the southerner Aunt
Charity must have been at least 10 years
old if not more I remember seelus her
upon my last visit to Georgia She haLl
a little cottage home ot her own on Ross
urn one of the many pretty suburbs
whIch environ the city of Columbus As
we drove UP to she was seated
on the front dressed In black bom-

bazine relieved with a snowy kcrchiet
crossed over her capttcions bosom and
protected with a broad expanse of white
apron about her h ul was twisted a
bright colored bandanna

represented true type of the
away While lalKinjr she gently

rocked herself to and fro find plied her
turkey tall fan In that dignified manner

Though in excellent health
her five score years Aunt Charity e
ory was hazy and uncertain and try as
she would she could not reckon upon
her black saffrontipped the names
sad aces of her twentyone children Her
age arid tlll living one or
tahoochee plantations she remembered

to talk of Blind Tom
As to when and where BUnd Tom was

born neither his mother nor anyone
has been able to determine accurately He
was a babe In his mothers arms when
General Bethuna bought c larity along
with a number of other sTares from Mr
Wiley Jones In 1830 Through feeling of

Bethune that
the child be Included In the purchase to
prevent Its being separated from its

for none could foresee that this
lump of black inert flesh and with
Its vacant Idiotic expression and sightless

been with the
chrism or exquIsIte harmony

The little blind slave was always an
of more or less Interest the

plantation not only on account of his
helplessness because too of the Idio-
syncrasies which he evidenced at an early

He had a way of crawling about the
premises like a big brown lizard and
would frequently hours flat on his
back eyes at the
sun Sometimes he was in the
act his fists into his eyeballs
thus them until they bled This
led to the that he was not
totally blind so when later Mr

took his little black Mozart to
Paris he hart a specialist to examine andoperate on Toms eyes The operation
was only successful however
and was never able to discern except
dlmlv the outlines of an object

The child also had a habit of dragging
himself up on the veranda of thehouse and squatting near the door
would wait a kind word or afriendly tpuch from those who went In or
out He was keenly sensitive to the light-
est blame or and showed a sort ofa doglike fondness for certain members-
of the family but was easily irritated and
would give way to of inarticulate
passion when provoked

It was that at a remarkably
earlr sounds exerted a controlling
influence over him from soft tones
of the flute to the harsh grating of the
cornsheller Often when the of abird had allured him to wander far away
Into the woods the sound of the
would bring him home again

wan about 4 years of age whenhe first heard a piano and it produced-
a peculiar and most remarkable effect

him At first he as if spell
bound then his eyes began to roll hisfingers to twitch and his to sway

and forth when suddenly he seemedconvulsed With the contortions of wore mostpainful to behold Immediately upon thet f the groped
his way Vo the and teaching achkey successively smelted of From thatday to this Blind Torn has never beenhappier than when Ills ebony fingers
with their touch were wanderingover the keys of theso well

Not long thereafter the was
amazed one day to discover the black

seated at piano withease and accuracy selectionswhich he friends andmembers of the household After this hewas allowed free access to the Instrument and soon began imitating almost
this or that was he happened to belag he would answer the birdssaid or What the rain or the wind toldme

From the roof of the family mansionto a foot of the ground ran a
would with a peculiarly musicaland soothing ound a hard rainThe gurgling of the streamcombined occasionalof rain to have a peculiar
fascination for Tom and after a rain howas always to be found close to the gutter to lie melodyOne after an unusually heavyrainstorm the inmates werearoused from their slumber by a soundwhich Seemed a medley of rainand pianoforte Creeping softlydown the stales they Tonibending eagerly over the piano He would

alter a few trials reproducewith wonderful accuracy he con
gutter until at last was composed en

the best known

The concert hall a barnlike

at One a boardwhich was placed a chair and
what seemed an unrea

y dressed In white

the back of hIs shom

n a humor that night and It required a deal of promisesof and cakes to Induce

though to claw from the keyboard those

smoothly over the and those liarof which you would have
slon floated through the room Selections from composers equally at

pat upon the head
A muslclnn then came upon the stageto put the childs Powers a more severetest and Intricate symphonies

stood motionlesswhile for afew moments thereafter then
lion without a note or brent of
he several selections with accuracy
and expression

the completion quite a lon pro
tho little blind performer wasto show signs ofwhereupon his announced the perat an end thenupon a musician with athick of music some own composition which bad never been clven Inand this he insisted upon thetrying The manuscript was fourteenlong upon an ani

ject the already tired energies to so
cruel a test andpersisted and at last under protest
seated at ilano

the colloquy had stood
with a dull look upon his face but
when the first note was sounded he
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Was In etabOdied In his

and most meritorious of productions
musical prOOften exhibited for wonderment orneighbors It wa not unUlabout I of age that he fIrst appeared In a public concert I recallono or performancesunique Indeed

room gaudy wIth gay frescoes and glassmore or lens dImmed withsoot and hadupon
piano

waiting
the manager appearedupon the 5ta l haln black p cknlnnlinen lie was or a ruttier chubby bundwUlt a iargc in iteuflar upon
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sdrambled eagcrjy to the TOualclans
his and fingers
twitching impatiently He the

and then from the first
note to the last the seeundo triumph-
antly Jumping tip he fairly
composer stool and taking his

proceeded to play the treble
such brilliancy and as fairly to

both the audience and the com-
poser When he struck the last octave he

from the piano yelling with de-
light Us f n manna us Jm

enthusiastic applause of the audience
excited him still it was an houror more before his manter could quiet the
childs hysterical agitation

One remarkable feature of Blind Toms
playing Is the scientific precision ot his
tau From the beginning of per-

formances It has been noticed that
touth was always accurate

all others la the
comprehension find retention ojf sound the

jabte
to master He verbatim et lit-
eratim be hears not

the applause ati end In the library
of ar composItions
which are accredited to Blind Torn Of
these the alluded tb and the
Battle of Manassas are the only ones

which reflect any credit upon him as a
composer

This weakwitted whose phe-
nomenal and marvelous pow-
ers of made him the attrac-
tion at the leading theatres in days gone

is now a quiet contented Ute in
a picturesque Uttl on the banks
of river notwithstanding
the fact that there Ja an inscription on A

was amQng the number who perished In
the Johnstown flood After the courts
declared him free and gave him the priv-
ilege of selecting his own guardian

came tb live with
He did not know her however and

had not enough to appreciate

behavior believing him possessed She
remained for a time with however
then declared that she would die If forced
to stay any So Aunt Charity

to her beloved home 1 Georgia
where her last flays were made comforta-
ble and free from care through the un-
conscious instrumentality her gifted
son And this son possessing
such a marvelous facility for inspiring In
others the deepest and most exquisite
emotions Is Incapable of feeling
the slightest pang of regret or sorrow at
the passing away of the faithful old
mammy have laid to rest In
the old plantation amidst the soughing
pines and singing birds that awak-
ened the melody of music in the be-
nighted soul of her offspring

SLICK MONEY3O2ON SCHEME

Simple But Worth Two i the Old
Cardsharping Devices

Washington Post
Speaking of hair reminds me of story-

a traveling man tells
We were in the dullest of the

journey across the continent said he
and we were In a to do anything-

to kill time At Cheyenne a prosperous
looking man came aboard and made
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self pleasant in the smoking room When
he off his he ran hand over
Ills bald head and remarked that IfBeauty could draw him only n single

conversation and we talked hair
man bu in tire car saidstranger when the talk was up to

Win the finest wig eversaw
WIg shouted somebody thatsnot a wig The mans Is thin inspots no wig Its the real thing

we went out and looked at theman Hed been with us all the from
Chicago and we knew be didnt wear
even a toupee so we all went
the smoker and laid bets with the Chey-
enne mast He took us all at 10 to 1 andthen apparently weakening added more
at 5 we cast to see who
should go and find out The task feltto me tried to back out but as I stood
to win 520 If the mans hair was real Ipersuaded myself to go

Sir I to the stranger from Chi-
cago you have been subject ofa most ludicrous wager Vc have up
money to express our belief that your

Is vourdwn nOt a wIg you
oblige us by1 proving that we are

The most and
scholarly up in
astonishment-

For your Infernal insolence said lie
Im to be able to say that I do
wear a wig p v

And striding into he took
Qtf tn to prove it Cheyenne
man was amount

1didnftntinB Be-
sides the wig ss the most remarkable

evec seen and Jt was
it coatus to know that

art can simulate nature so amazing well
The Cheyenne max us he was on

his way to Los Angeles The man
was to spend a month Frisco I fcx-

nectcd to stay as long but I had a
from the house on my arrival ana

leave my own cStr until we reached
Cheyenne Then as I stepped out on the
platform I ran right Into nan who
had won money on way out He
stayed In Cheyenne but the man
went on to and had worked
their game before I knew they were on
the What line worked it
on since I dont know but as a money
making scheme It is worth two of the
old time card sharping dodges The
must have cost a pretty penny to begin
with but its cost is a mere

to the money It brought in

WAS A GOOD DOCTOR

His Modesty Prevented His Boreal
ing True Identity-

New York Press-
A gentleman passing through City Hail

saw a tramp a crust of
bread in the of the fountain andgave him a quarter A reporter suspect
Ing an old trick drew nearer the tramp
who leaned against the basin and nibbled-
at the unappetizing morsel gingerly The
observer edged nearer the tramp who
continued

Waiting for another sucker
the reporter but the continued nib

and actually swallowed some of the
stuff A second tramp arose from a
nearby bench and headed for his col

How re ye feelin now he asked
The first speclment shook his head
Bum Doc he said

Put out yer tongue Christy Doe said
at the same time feeling the otherspulse Feelin tired Feelinas if a whole squad had clubbed every
bone hollow in yer body Feelln as If
ye didnt care struck ve Cant
swallow an if ye could ye wouldnt be

shed better hurry up the drawing
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hungry Cant an all that
n d Ied mournfully

TvgJrot a butt of a If youll
get we somethln thatll
fix ye In jig time Doc said

a rag of wrapping
front inside his yestanai oc lean
gal t Ins stone sm to

XQ get get that far
ye an take t he said finally
and walked while Christy
an and asked him to have th f

prescription made in a certain
row The observer

Who gave asked the ding
eying the ragged prescription crit-

ically
said the little fellow

clutching his newspaper ready for a bolt
the doo-

rThats oW of the best prescriptions-
that ever came into this place Who-
ever wrote that knows Tnist said
the and disappeared behind the par-
tition of the counter to nut
up medicine

Tanks said newsboy presently
as Be grasped and hastened
from

You see we never newsboys
for up prescriptions-

said the clerk eye
of the who left for the park to
see out

Christy was leaning against the basina dose from the oottl-er you dont mind telling me whosyour that wrote that prescrfptlpn
asked

Thatrthats Just Doc Ye can see him
for yourself said pointing

suspicions were aroused I
know all about me own troubles widout-
telllri them lb udder people he said

Sposo you tell me some o yourn

photograph Wins a Case
NoW Yorl Tribune

A Philadelphia lawyer tells the story
that A of Fanny Davenport once
won a ease His was suing
the Pennsylvania Railroad company ofMacVeagh was counsel for
5T500 damages for the death of her bus
band a few days before thewas to have come up she happened Into

office and announced
married again Good Lord madam Igasped why couldnt you waited
until your case came up Its next to Im

for me to get damages for you
She said she didnt care much

and went out seeming very happy
Well it I had a

photpgraph of Fanny Davenport on m
next day Wayne Mac

Veagh happened lath my office to die
he picked up

photo and admired it Whos your
friend he isked

I had a sudden Inspiration and I said
Why thats who is suing your

company for 7500
deuce say said he Hand

some woman Isnt she
She is indeed I replied

m he exclaimed looking at the
closely A deuced handsome wo

man I A deuced handsome
woman There was a pause
Whofll you take to settle thiS case he

I thought of my clients second mar-
riage the figure at 5000 The
deal was consummated and the case never
came to court

The Sensation
Chicago Tribune

Doesnt it give you a terrible feeling
when you run overa man they asked
himYes if hes a large man replied the
automobilist It gives me a pretty rough
jolt sometimes
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THE BLOOD
HEALTH

Jjjjmn The most wonderful part of our big iltte blood It is
the fountain of life the vital uid containing

g2p needful for the and development body
as Circulates through the system carries material for the

making of bone muscle and nourishment for the nerves
and tissues Every atom of is dependent upon the blood for its existence Xhebones would decay muscles shrink and the skin become parched and shriveled but for he
nutriment they draw from the blood and so long as it

1 nc
1 I had about as severe a case of Eczema as falls

exposed to poisonous elements from a thousand sources you that i am now as
in contact with diseases a not a sign of the

the dust of the streets is filled with bacteria and when side it a great blood purifier tonic ana
tizer N

of thesystem and the blood becomes a carrier of disease
iealth Deadly poisons are generated within Unfitted for Work

the body itself and the blood from
which SenoUS and fatal maladies result debilitated and unfit for work had no appetite

There that could get no relief from doctors oris scarcely a cannot De traced to cines of any 3 until finally i was persuadeda bad Condition Of the blood Rheumatism Scrofula J soon
health for the better I continued its use and atl etter Acne Blood Poison end of three months was completely welland many Other as distressing ailments are due been ever and

to a depraved condition of which there is no medicinecure except through the purification of the entire blood be found anywhere Yours truly
system of the most frightful 0

character ugly splotches the skin blackheads
the red disfiguring bumps so often seen upon the face and neck are also evidences-

of diseased blood use of cosmetics face bleaches soaps and Iptions hide the blemishes
and conceal for a time the roughness and redness of the skin but do not reach the cause
which is hidden deep down the blood and beyond the reach of external treatment

The blood the spring of health the life current that strengthens and refreshes
the and upon its purity depends your health and If disease has already
entered and you are suffering from some malady for which an impure blood is responsible-
a blood purifier and what you need and none is so good as g S S which for nearly
fifty years has been recognized as the standard remedy in all blood and skin diseases It is

guaranteed purely vegetable and can be taken by old
and young any harmful aftereffects-
S S S is a perfect blood it and
eradicates germs and poisons of every description and
restores to the weak and blood its lost
properties makes it rich and strong again and under
the vitalizing effects of good the system ralliesand the patient enjoys again the perfect health

If you have Scrofula a or Ulcer Catarrh Eczema Tetter Acne
Contagious Blood Poison or blood trouble of any kind write us and our physicians will advise
you without charge THE SWIfT SPECIFIC COMPANY ATLANTA GA

MAINSPRING

everything

remains and pure we are fortified against The Rest DIed TonIc and

Y to the lot of suffering mortals but am exceed

sound JS dollar vestige orwe come every disease remains S S S droveday we breathe into our lungs the germs of it out of system and lbe1ieveffected a pe-
rth cure I shall continue to take S S Se water we for some dosesbecattse r con
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Benefit of
Patrons

We have a high stock otfor medicinal use We
have lOOt a to clssof goods and our customers willnet good values for money

Whisky
Brandy and all winescan be bought hero

cigars
is unexcelled and suitable for allrmokers

142 Main Street
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repairing
Bring it to

JEWELERS

j

Q

i

A Simple Problem
FIGURE FOR YOURSELF

f

29OOO Minus 17OOQ Leaves

purchaser is participating
t in at our Big Eastern

Sale
Weve said it before say it

again for good things bear repeat-
ing Each telling being an emphatic
truth gives added actual
saving of 14 to 12 on the

crowds are coming Eirsch
mans way the wisest ones are
quicMy taking advantage of values
preeminently superior

week sees new goods added
tlie lots Shoes for everybody at

prices away under what you expect
to pay

Pick Up of Krippen

ddrf Dittmans at a
big saving

Agreat pick up from one of Amfer
icas largest and best shoe factories
Big lots of ladies shoes away under
price every pair of these Krtppendor-

fDittmans shoes are standard and
vwe guarantee them absolutely The
details as to why and how we se-

cured these goods is of minor import
to you Sere are the goods at most
decided savings Divided in lots as
follows and includes our
tf

regular-
S also

We dont recollect a store offer that came nearer counting out the

uptodate very desirable styles every one of them a this seasons
Ultl creation fancy insert and plain dress or street wear

Come you discriminating women folks expect the limit and you will not

If prices the magnet of trade our store will certainly be fled
overflowing

Hass Best S33

fis

Q scarcely believable until you seethe shoes how much variety style and

sole sorts leather French JieelSj to say nothing of the great va
riety of regular sorts

Q Judge them by the highest standard of 400 Shoes and your most criti
1 lOj cal judgment the points Win all be in our favor The lot includes

Xlifffieilterf-

fflaiS Si06S

mil French heel patent kid ladies best welt sole shoes in swell shapes
with dull mat tops also the real ultra swell effect the all dull Md
shoe these and many other sorts go at 265-

Waen test IM pair valaes low 285

The superlative adjectives are expressive of their goodness all the little 2s

shoes for women from T 3 Barry mans factory tailormade shoes

to heavy sorts for every day and every pair is stamped TJITMISTAK XDfttaais Sloes for

i WWKI best 511 aoi fi a pair vales tow
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Childrens Xld or Calf Shoes
sizes 5 to 8 now

Boys Calf hoes sizes 10 to
13 f150 value now

SUMO
Boys Calf Shoes 2 to 5

f175 value now

115
Kens Calf Shoes all sizes
250 value now

Sf65

75c

sizes

r

z

Li
=

A few items ef interest gathered
kere mi there N lots

Plealy of ever line

Ladies 3 Xid Shoes button
only all sizes new lot now

170
Dont fail to see the 195

bargains for men and women
j JCens best S300 Calf Sheen
all sizes

small

195

Misses Calf Shoes sizes 11
to 2 150 value now

lEens Best 350 Wellworth
Shoes all sizes

2852 ens 500 Shoes
broken sizes

5235
Best up to 600 values

choice of store

53S5-
Kb reduction on Bay State

Shoes but everything else is
reduced 14

1100

motS helm
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